1795.]                .         219

Mr. Sheridan observed, personal corruption neve?

had been urged against the noble lord, though it
had always been understood that he made the loans
the means of influencing* a majority.    This was a
parliamentary accusation against him ; and it had
not  only been   urged, but  proved.    If  the  right
honorable   gentleman   disputed   this   assertion, *" he
would refer him to the journals,  where he would
find that a committee of  enquiry   had been  ap-
pointed ; that the lists of the subscribers to the loan
were produced and examined; and it was proved
the loan had been dealt and sold out to members of
parliament.    The right honorable gentleman took
lire at the imputation on the noble lord; but he
rather attributed his zeal to his solicitude, lest an
inference should be drawn from the conduct of that
noble lord,  as an insinuation against the present
ministers.    It had been the uniform practice of the
house, indeed, to acquit the right honorable gen-
tlemen opposite of personal corruption in the nego-
eiation of this loan ; but he knew no reason why he
was to do so,  nor why he was to assume that he
was not liable to as foul an imputation for the foul
distributions of the present loan, as the noble lord
was for that foul loan which he took fire at.    They
are two distinct things, to say the minister has no
part of the bonus himself, and to say he has not
contrived to make a distribution  to others.    He
knew that in 1783, when he was Secretary of the
Treasury, that Lord John Cavendish put out the
loan into the hands of his enemies, instead of his
friends, because he was determined to act upon the
purest principles, by which means he was disap-
pointed in his instalments, and made a bad loan for
the public ; and a charge was, nevertheless, brought
against him, insinuating that he had been governed
by corrupt motives,    Mr. Sheridan said, when he
saw  the  loan now  madfe  replete  with falsehood,
trick,  and connivance, he knew DO reason why he
was not to suspect the ministers  of having acted